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Four schools in 3 days! Students from classes ‘20 and ‘21 visited college 
campuses to gain valuable information about admission requirements and 
college life. 
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GAINING EARLY AWARENESS AND READINESS FOR UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

Looking Back at Summer ’19
Now that we are back in school, we would like to highlight the 
fun that GEARUP had over the last few months. GEARUP’s aim 
is to open doors to post-secondary pathways, and there was 
no shortage of fantastic events that exposed our students to 
experiences that provide support as they prepare and plan for 
life beyond graduation. 

august 2019

College PROGRAMS
GEARUP Puts the Camp 
in Campus
GEARUP sponsored various summer camps hosted on college 
campuses. Here’s a look at the programs, the locations, and 
the activities!

SLCC Immersion Institute
June 4 - July 18

A six-week program designed to prepare 
students for the rigors of college while also 
gaining three college credit hours. Classes 
were held in the new Health Sciences 

Department at South Louisiana Community College. The students took part 
in career exploration, soft skills, remedial intervention, and ACT Prep.

Improving the Blank Page @ ULL
June 17-20

A four-day camp that focuses on 
bridging the gap between creative and 
academic writing. The camp took place 
in H.L. Griffin Hall on UL’s campus. 

Students also visited the Hilliard Art Museum seeking inspiration from the 
galleries for their writing! Students and teachers alike participated in 
various writing activities that lead up to a showcase at the end of the last 
day. Both students and teachers read their work to an audience of family 
members, friends, and educators.

LA Tech Residential Camp
July 7th - 11th 

A five-day experience focused on careers in 
nursing, design, and architecture. Sixty-nine 
students and four chaperones stayed in dorms 
on LA Tech’s campus in Ruston, LA for the 
duration of the camp. Students received ACT 

prep and leadership training, as well as practiced team-building. They also 
visited the Outdoor Wilderness Learning Center where they were able to 
participate in horse grooming!

GEARUP and Poetry
 “It’s wonderfully rewarding for me to take a group of students like that 
through a series of first-person narrative exercises and third-person 
descriptive prompts toward the drafting of poems, to hear their stories, 
and to see them discover pride in the words they string together. It is truly 
heartwarming for me to be present when a person realizes there’s nothing 
more poetic than their own voice, that poetry does not have to be some 
kind of mysterious Rubik’s cube of symbols, and that their words, and their 
choices of how to put those words onto a page or into the air, IS poetry. Once 
you get someone to realize the value of their own voice and their own words, 
it’s a quick leap to the realization of the value of ALL voices. And once you 
can break down all the stigmas and biases in how we engage poetry as a set 
of arcane forms and rules, as a puzzle or mystery, you make contemporary 
poetry accessible and welcoming. We are blessed to live in a time of 
incredible invention and diversity, both in terms of voice and in terms of 
forms of expression. The more we can celebrate that diversity in the poetry 
we read, the more we’re able to do so in life.” 

— Jack Bedell, Poet Laureate of Louisiana - 2017-2019
The Paul and Lulu Hilliard University Art Museum and the A. Hays Town Building hosted the 
semiannual Improving the Blank Page Poetry Day with Louisiana Poet Laureate Jack Bedell.

SHOUT
OUT JACK BEDELL

Poet Laureate of Louisiana
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Opportunities
STUDENTS

The Gates Scholarship
Deadline: September 15th 

The Gates Scholarship is a highly 
selective, last-dollar scholarship for 
exceptional, Pell-eligible, minority, 
high school seniors. The scholarship is 

awarded to 300 top student leaders each year with the intent of promoting 
their academic excellence through college graduation, and providing them 
the opportunity to reach their full potential.

STUDENTS

The Burger King Scholars Scholarship
Deadline: December 15th 

The Burger King Scholars Scholarship 
grants range from $1,000 to $50,000 and 
are intended to help students offset the 
cost of attending college or post-

secondary vocational/technical school. Recipients are selected based on their 
grade point average (GPA), work experience, extracurricular activities and 
community service.

STUDENTS

Horatio Alger Association Scholarship
Deadline: October 25th 

As one of the nation’s largest need-based 
college scholarship programs in the country, the 
Horatio Alger Scholarship Programs specifically 
assist high school students who have faced and 
overcome great obstacles in their young lives.

STUDENTS

Scholarships.com
Scholarships.com provides a 
college search and a Resources 
page and offers dozens of 

relevant articles for prospective college students. The Resources page is 
divided into categories: Scholarships, Financial Aid, College Prep, Study Skills, 
and Campus Life. Also read “Success Stories,” update your profile, and save 
select scholarship programs to your Favorites.

https://lpssgearup.com/
https://lpssgearup.com/schools/
https://www.solacc.edu/
https://louisiana.edu/
https://www.latech.edu/
https://hbu.edu/
http://www.uh.edu/
https://www.ua.edu/
http://www.auburn.edu/
http://www.pvamu.edu/
https://www.thinklamar.com/
https://www.usm.edu/
https://www.tuskegee.edu/
https://www.thegatesscholarship.org/scholarship
https://bkmclamorefoundation.org/who-we-are/programs/burger-king-scholars-program/
https://scholars.horatioalger.org/scholarships/
http://Scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarship-directory/deadline/deadline-in-september
https://www.lpssonline.com/site.php
https://lpssgearup.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQWEMwxOCThL2QrZNoBBe50GmJpgmFsMMAKOU6_6HKAkDTQA/viewform



