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When the Lafayette Parish School System was awarded the GEAR UP 
grant in 2014, the thought of us finding creative ways to reach and 
serve students during a pandemic would have never crossed my mind.  
Yes, it’s been challenging at times, but along with those challenges 
have been opportunities to grow. And how ironic, since the mission of 
GEAR UP is to help students overcome challenges and prepare for post-
secondary education. We’ve all worked together and we’ve overcome!

The Class of 2021 is preparing to graduate. Congratulations Seniors! 
The GEAR UP staff and I have so enjoyed connecting with you during 
your journey of middle school and high school, and want to continue 
serving you this summer and during your freshman year of college. In 
this issue, you will read about our summer offerings designed to assist 
you with transition into college and how we will continue to offer 
support over the coming year.

Many members of the Class of 2020 went on to college last fall and this 
spring, and we congratulate you as well on completing the first year 
of work towards your degree. I encourage you to stay the course, for if 
you do, the rewards ahead will be great. 

 I hope you enjoy this issue of In Gear. And please stay connected!
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SUMMER INSTITUTE IN
POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY (SIPP)

  LPSS GEAR UP and LaTech would like to invite 
teachers and counselors to participate in their 
Summer Institute in Positive Psychology (SIPP). 
This institute is designed to raise awareness of 
the social and emotional needs of educators, 

students, and families. SIPP provides educational, professional development 
and mentoring experiences to teachers, counselors, and administrators 
who are interested in learning strategies to support the emotional health 
of students and themselves. During the institute, LaTech professors will 
cover information on positive psychology, grit, mindset, and social and 
emotional learning. The second half of the institute will bring in students and 
parents, so that participants may apply what they have learned to support 
others. Educator participants will receive a $500 stipend and a certificate of 
completion at the end of the institute.

When: Weekdays from June 1-June 11 
Times: Live Zoom 9am-noon & asynchronous 

video sessions 1pm-4pm
June 1st will be asynchronous for the entire day.

Register at lpssgearup.com

MIND MATTERS WORKSHOPS
FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS

LaTech’s psychology department, along 
with LPSS GEAR UP’s Summer Institute in 
Positive Psychology Fellows, will lead virtual 
sessions on psychology, mindfulness, mental 
wellness, mindset, and more. Join us to learn 

techniques to prepare yourself mentally & emotionally for post-graduation 
experiences! Participants will receive certificates from LaTech.

When: June 8-11
Times: Live Zoom 9am-noon & asynchronous 

video sessions 1pm-4pm 

Register at lpssgearup.com

FOrME COLLEGE MATH & SCIENCE
TRANSITION PROGRAM 

GEAR UP classes of 2020 and 
2021 are invited to shape their 
understanding of concepts 
and critical success in college-

level math and science courses. Participants will work closely with UL 
professors and graduate students to improve their math and science skills, in 
preparation for the transition to college. 

When: July 19-July 22; July 26-July 29
Time: 8:30am-11:30am

Location: ULL

Register at lpssgearup.com

ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY 
GEAR UP & Saint Louis 
University (SLU) are 
offering an introduction 
to a virtual reality 
summer workshop for 
teachers and summer 

camp for students. Teachers and students, join us to learn the basics of 
virtual environments! 

When: July 29-30
Time: 9am-noon

Register for Summer Virtual Reality Experiences here!

SOUL CAMP 
GEAR UP is offering reimbursements to cover 
the $200 cost of SOUL Camp. SOUL Camp is 
designed to help incoming UL freshmen connect 
to the university and other students. Reach out 

to your GEAR UP Coach for more information.

SESSION OPTIONS: 
SOUL Camp 337: June 25-27, 2021
SOUL Camp A: August 7-10, 2021

SOUL Camp B: August 12-15, 2021

Click here for SOUL Camp Registration Fee Assistance Application

Learn more about SOUL Camp: 
https://orientation.louisiana.edu/soul-camp/overview-working

DEVELOPMENTAL COURSES 
GEAR UP will cover the costs of SLCC remedial math and 
or English classes, for up to 15 students, for the summer 
semester. Students need to register for the summer 
semester in order to be eligible. Reach out to your GEAR 
UP Coach for more information.

STUDENT SUPPORT 
SERVICES’ COURSES (TRIO) 

First-generation and/or Pell-eligible 
students who scored below a 15 
in English OR below a 16 in math 
on the ACT are eligible to apply for 

UL’s Student Support Services courses. This program will allow students to 
take up to six UL courses over the summer. It also grants students access to 
various services including counseling, mentoring, scholarship assistance, and 
more. Reach out to your GEAR UP Coach for more information.

STUDENT SUCCESS AGENCY (SSA) 
GEAR UP has partnered with Student Success Agency to 
provide an extra layer of support to students after high 
school graduation. Once you opt in, you’ll be assigned 
your own success agent who can answer all of your 
college and career questions, and assist with tutoring, 
mentoring, and support.

Watch the short video for more information.

With graduation right around the corner, make sure you have 
completed the following graduation requirements:

SENIOR 
CHECK LIST

Filled out the FAFSA

Paid any fees owed to your high school so 
that your diploma won’t be held

Completed the Post Secondary Plan in the 
GEAR UP Google Classroom

Submitted college applications and have 
been accepted into a college

Submitted all paperwork necessary to 
enroll in your chosen college

Attended academic advising to register for 
classes in the fall

Registered for college orientation

Submitted your personal email and cell 
phone number to your college and career 
coach

SCHOLARSHIPS
THE FIFTH MONTH SCHOLARSHIP

  
“1” is the loneliest number. “3” is a crowd. 
Then there is “5.” What’s so special about “5?” 
Well, for starters, this lucky number could help 
you win a $1,500 scholarship.

It would take more than just one hand to 
count all the reasons why the number five is 

important - and we want to know what you think! What is it about the number 
five that’s so significant to you? One great reason is that May is the fifth month - 
which just so happens to be a great time to apply for fun scholarships.

Help us bring awareness to the fifth month and the number five. We’re awarding 
one $1,500 scholarship to a lucky student - and an endless supply of high fives.

APPLY HERE

AYN RAND ATLAS SHRUGGED
SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST

 
Have you ever read one of Ayn Rand’s thought-provoking novels? 
Now’s the time! Enter an Ayn Rand Institute essay contest and 
you’ll have a chance to win thousands of dollars in prize money. 
ARI has held essay contests on Ayn Rand’s fiction for more than 
thirty years, awarding over $2 million in total prize money to 
students around the world! This year, the organization will award 
more than $30,000 to student winners.

APPLY HERE

BE BOLD SCHOLARSHIP
The $25,000 “Be Bold” Scholarship is a 
no-essay scholarship that will be awarded 
to the applicant with the boldest profile. It 
takes less than 2 minutes to apply.

To us, boldest does not mean “best,” or 
“most accomplished.” Being bold means being:
 A) Earnest B) Determined C) Moving

The scholarship will be awarded to the student whose profile is boldest, 
according to these characteristics.

Furthermore, the scholarship is unique in that it will favors students who apply 
earlier, so be bold, seize the day, and don’t procrastinate.

APPLY HERE

NO ESSAY “YOU DESERVE IT”
SCHOLARSHIP

The requirements for You Deserve It (YDI) Scholarships are:
•  The student must be a resident of any of the 50 

United States, District of Columbia, or US Territories

•  16 years of age or older

•  enrolled in a college or university, or 
registered in a qualified high school

APPLY HERE

EPIPHANIES 
EVERYWHERE: 
A MULTI-GENRE CHRONICLING 
OF LPSS GEAR UP

YOU can help us tell GEAR UP’s 

story! All 2020 & 2021 graduates 

from GEAR UP schools (AHS, 

CHS, LHS, & NHS) are invited 

to apply for writer and editor positions, for an 

authentic publishing project. Participants will 

participate in virtual writing workshops; interview 

students, teachers, and leaders who participated in 

GEAR UP events over the past 7 years; write and edit 

pieces inspired by the interviews, and collaborate to 

organize and prepare the book for publication.

The project will take place weekdays
June 14 thru June 25, from 9am to 3pm. 
Register at lpssgearup.com

Aaron Esters
(802) 448-0592

Kim Prejean
(337) 324-1864

Cy Dugas
(318) 608-2695

Cy Dugas
 (337) 247-7433

Acadiana
High School

Carencro
High School

Northside
High School

Lafayette
High School

GEAR UP COLLEGE AND CAREER COACHES 

CONTACT INFORMATION
(337) 521-7165 (GEAR UP Office)

www.lpssgearup.com (Website) 

U N S U B S C R I B E  F R O M  T H I S  N E W S L E T T E R

TEST SUCCESS PREP SERIES

FRESHMEN OUTREACH &
MATHEMATIC ENRICHMENT

FOrME!
FALL & SPRING SESSIONS

_______
Through a sub-grant of the LPSS GEAR UP project, 

Dr. Peter Sheppard, a professor of mathematics 
education and executive director of the Center 
for Excellence in Education (CEE), organized the 
Math FOrME! Program. Throughout the fall and 

spring semesters, UL freshmen participants met to 
receive math enrichment from professors, graduate 

students, and upperclassmen. Then, the group 
worked together to come up with ways to support 

current seniors in their fast-approaching transition to 
college. One initiative that came out of this project 
is a soon-to-be released video series meant to help 

high school seniors prepare for the college transition. 
LPSS GEAR UP would like to thank Dr. Sheppard and 
the rest of his team for working so hard to support 

our students in math and beyond. 

This spring, in partnership with LPSS GEAR UP, UL’s College of Education 
provided the Distance Learning Teacher Leadership Series. From January 
through March, thirty-nine LPSS Teacher Leaders from across all high 
schools in the district worked closely with Dr. Nathan Roberts, Dr. Amanda 
Mayeaux, Dr. Aimee Barber, Dr. Marietta Adams, and Dr. Douglas Williams 
to learn ways to leverage technology to solve common classroom dilemmas. 
In addition to collaborating to solve dilemmas through action research, 
these teachers also worked to earn their Google for Education certificates. 
LPSS GEAR UP would like to thank all of the teacher leaders who used their 
time to research, study, and learn new ways to use technology to support 
their students and colleagues! A big “thank you” also goes out to UL’s 
College of Education team for making this series a success.

In preparation for spring ACT tests, Texas Instruments offered a 
series of virtual prep sessions that helped students learn how to 
use the TI Nspire CX to answer math questions on the ACT. Over 
thirty students worked with Ms. Valerie Roebuck, a TI coach and 
instructor, to increase their math scores on the ACT. LPSS GEAR 
UP would like to thank Ms. Roebuck, Ms. Beth Smith, Ms. Heather 
Olson, Ms. Lori Gerard, and all other educators who helped to make 
this happen. We would also like to thank the students who worked 
hard to improve their ACT scores.

IMPROVING THE BLANK PAGE

Spring BIG EVENTBIG EVENT

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT LAFAYETTE

DISTANCE LEARNING 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING SERIES
Academic Affairs Division 

On March 13, twenty-seven educators, students, and 
community members met virtually for some creative 
writing with former Louisiana Poet Laureate, Dr. Jack 
Bedell. During this time, participants explored the 
power of poetry, wrote various creative pieces, and 
listened as others shared their work. LPSS GEAR 
UP would like to thank Dr. Jack Bedell, Dr. Toby 
Daspit, Dr. Michelle Kreamer, and co-director of 
the National Writing Project of Acadiana, Josh 
Capps for making this event happen. We also 
want to thank the students who were able to 
join in and share their stories.

Celebrating a
SUCCESSFUL SPRING

with
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